DNA-cytophotometry of lymph node imprints from patients with mycosis fungoides.
To obtain objective criteria for early diagnosis of lymph node involvement in patients with mycosis fundoides, Feulgen DNA-cytophotometry was carried out in lymph node imprints from patients with mycosis fungoides. The lymph nodes of 3 patients with lymph nodes, showing partial or total replacement by atypical lymphoreticular tissue histologically, showed a polyploid and aneuploid DNA distribution. Eleven out of 22 patients with dermatopathic lymphadenopathy both with or without early involvement histologically had an abnormal DNA histogram with hypertetraploid DNA values. Four of these 11 died, 5 had a partial remission in response to therapy and 2 had sustained remission during the follow-up period of 5 yr. The other 11 patients had a normal DNA distribution. Of these 11, one died and 10 achieved sustained remission after therapy. There is a good correlation between the DNA-cytophotometric results and histology of the lymph nodes. On the basis of these results DNA-cytophotometry may be considered an additional and objective aid in the diagnosis of lymph node involvement in mycosis fungoides.